Meade’s mySKY offers
guide to the stars

Most of the stars in the heav-
ens look pretty much alike, just
points of light.

You can identify almost any
visible celestial object, howev-
er, by pointing a Meade mySKY
at it. Using the Global Posi-
tioning System, motion sensors
and magnetic-north sensors, it
calculates time, date and loca-
tion to determine which of more
than 30,000 planets, constella-
tions or stars you are aiming at.

The device, which costs $400,
also gives tours of the night sky
on its color 'LCD screen or
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through ear buds. It can aim and
control some computerized
Meade telescopes, too.

New discoveries and updated
tours and software can be down-
loaded from meade.com, which
also lists Meade dealers. Four
AA batteries keep it powered
for up to six hours.
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Go Solo to control
video away from home

The Slingbox line of “place-
shifting” devices from Sling
Media lets you view and control
video your home cable or
satellite m while you are

away from home.

The new Slingbox Solo ($180
at most outlets) handles HD
digital output. It connects only
to a single audio/video source.

The installation process has
been streamlined, but there are
things to be aware of. For HD,
you need component audio/vid-
eo cables that are not supplied.

Broadband access is re-
quired, and the Solo must be
attached directly to a router. If
your television and Solo are in
different rooms, you must use a
SlingLink Turbo ($80).

The software for the unit,
Sling Player. mimics whichever
set-top box' you have, so the




